
Every Wednesday August 20, 2014. £2.10

SUPERBIKE 
RIDDENLOTUS

WORLD EXCLUSIVE 

It’s real. It’s brilliant. And it’s only the beginning p4

2015’s SECRET NEW BIKES
W BMW’s hot Multistrada basher

PLUS  X�
Yamaha’s
£8k MT-09
tourer

O Marquez: beaten at last! O 800s tested                                                             O James May’s 36 bikes

TURN OVER FOR 
DETAILS + MORE 
NEWS & TESTS

FREE
MAG

October 2014 £4.10

THE GREAT BRITISH ROADS ISSUE

BEAT THE MoT MAN
Pass first time every time

Retro leather jackets
How to find the real deal

High style, high miles

Great  touring cruisers

Triumph StreetTripleIn-depth used buying guide

14-BIKE TEST

5000-MILE TEST

TESTED

How to ride them  
all this summer 

Britain’s 65 BEST ROADS

2400 MILES OF NEW ROUTES

+ Kymco 125  Harley trike Yamaha Tricity

Ducati 1200 Monster  



www.motorcyclenews.com

W
hen Lotus first showed com-
puter-generated designs of a 
long, low bike clad in carbon-
fibre bodywork sculpted by 

celebrity designer Daniel Simon, many 
dismissed it as a PR folly that would 
never reach production.

But it has happened – and MCN has 
ridden the prototype. 

The version we rode may yet be the 
fully-enclosed, custom streamliner 
we revealed in January, but it is the 
same bike that will live underneath 
the sleek fairings.

As the reporter who broke the story 
of the Lotus’ existence at the turn of 
the year, I was given the chance by the 
company to be the first person outside 
the factory to ride the C-01, let loose 
on the bike with no restrictions other 
than having to return it, preferably in 
one piece, several hours later. 

It was firmly impressed upon me 
that this test bike, which has no body-
work, is the only functioning bike. In 
the world. 

On this bike the ignition key is hid-
den at the front left of the KTM RC8R 
V-twin engine, while production ver-
sions will have keyless ignition.

The riding position is long and low, 
but it’s no more uncomfortable than 
any sportsbike – the rider is just slightly 
nearer the ground with feet a little 
further back. 

The KTM RC8R engine is muffled 
just enough to pass strict German 
noise tests, but still emits a great noise. 
Customer bikes will have a road-legal 
exhaust as standard but Lotus will also 
include a titanium exhaust system from 
an as-yet undecided manufacturer.

Once on the move, the bike does 
feel long, no surprise with a 1652mm 
wheelbase, and the big 19in front wheel 
is always in view while riding. At lower 
speeds there’s a lack of steering lock, 
akin to a race bike, which makes tight 
turns a balancing challenge. 
U-turns are not going to 
happen easily but the 

MCN gets exclusive first ride of £70k Lotus C-01 superbike in Germany
low seat height takes away any drama.

As I leave the town for the country-
side and open the throttle, the rear 
Continental Trail Attack 2 tyre starts 
to spin and leaves a long, black smear 
of melted rubber on the road and the 
bike leaps forward like a cat caught in 
the icy blast of water from a hosepipe. 

Taking into account the wheelbase 
and 19in front wheel, I’d been expect-
ing a custom bike. But when the 175bhp 
KTM V-twin was deployed everything 
screamed superbike.

We took the C-01 to a section of public 
road which is also used for a local car 
and bike hillclimbs. I was concerned 
the C-01 would struggle to cope with 
the twisty ribbon of Tarmac that weaves 
through a pine forest, but I needn’t have 
worried. The long, low machine flowed 
with ease through the sinuous bends. 

The Brembo brakes are as strong as 
you could need on the road and work 
well with the very firm, but well-
judged, set-up of the inverted Sachs 
fork and twin rear Öhlins shocks. I was 
quickly able to start pushing on with 
confidence, and despite some fairly 
committed riding, I never ran out of 
ground clearance.

Having covered 50 miles on the C-01 
my only question mark was over the 
current choice of tyres. The Conti Trail 
Attack 2 is more than capable of looking 
after an adventure bike such as a BMW 
R1200GS, but at times they struggled 
with the performance from the C-01’s 
RC8R motor. This is something the firm 
is currently looking into.

Lotus boss Gunther Holzer told MCN: 
“This bike is about us bringing our own 
philosophy to a motorcycle. It needed 
to look right but equally important to 
us was the way it performs and handles. 
This is the first of a few bikes. We will 
build 100 C-01 machines and follow up 
with a C-02. We want to set this com-
pany up as a long-term manufacturer 
of motorcycles.”

Almost all of the 100-bike initial 
production run for the C-01 is now sold, 
and the first bikes will be delivered to 
their owners in September.

By Andy Downes

SENIOR  REPORTER

THE ONLY ONE IN THE                    WOR

Lotus’ Gunther Holzer celebrates getting his bike back intact from MCN Work is underway on welding the C-01’s cro-moly steel frames

German firm Holzer Group has 

a 10-year licence from British 

sportscar company Lotus to 

use its name for motorcycles. 

Holzer Group is itself part of 

the Kodewa company and its 

subsidiary firm, Motorcycle 

Performance Company, 

will build the bikes. Kodewa 

employs more than 800 people 

and is involved in all manner 

of motorsport, including 

the FIA World Endurance 

car championship, where it 

races under the Lotus name. 

Kodewa’ also owns Kalex, 

which manufactures chassis for 

bikes in the Moto2 and Moto3 

world championship classes. 

Kalex and the Motorcycle 

Performance Company has 

now been brought under 

the same roof at an all-new 

complex near Munich.

WHO ARE LOTUS MOTORCYCLES ?

Custom looks, married 

to sportsbike levels of 

power and handling
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Lead engineer Thomas Burkhart finalises CAD work on the Lotus C-01 
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ket. These computer-generated images 
have come directly from the Lotus 
factory and were not created by MCN.

MCN’s insider said: “There is a road 
registered bike which has already been 
carrying out road testing in Germany 
and the company is still very confident 
it can have the bike ready for sale very 
close to the original time schedule. 

“The bike has plenty of performance 
but as well as being impressively quick 
it is very rideable, which was some-
thing Lotus was very concerned about 
– rather than just chasing sportsbike 
levels of performance.”

The claims of 200bhp appear to be 
realistically achievable, as MCN under-
stands that the C-01 will use a highly-
tuned version of KTM’s RC8R V-twin, 
which is already capable of 173bhp from 

These world exclusive images reveal 
for the first time the new Lotus C-01 
superbike that, according to insid-
ers, is already undergoing testing 
and will be ready for sale in months.

Lotus announced it was moving 
into the world of motorcycles in June 
last year and at the time it promised a 
200bhp bike would be on sale in late 
2013 or early 2014 but no images of 
the bike have been seen until now.

MCN managed to get hold of two 
images from a source close to the 
project. That source, who didn’t 
want to be named, was able to hint 
at a few details of the bike – which 
certainly looks very different from 
anything else currently on the mar-

Leaked pictures reveal new Lotus  
C-01, with ‘F1 inspired’ engineering

1148cc in standard form. Pushing the 
power up to around 200bhp shouldn’t 
be too much of a stretch for Lotus, as 
there is plenty of experience available 
from the domestic German superbike 
series of tuning the LC8 motor, without 
compromising its reliability.

The head-on image of the C-01 clear-
ly shows a crankcase sticking out of the 
side of the carbon fibre bodywork, and 
it outwardly looks the same as that of 
the RC8, but no-one from Lotus would 
comment on these images to MCN.

The company behind the bike, which 
has bought a licence to use the Lotus 
name, is called Kodewa and currently 
races under the Lotus marque in the 
FIA World Endurance car champion-
ship, competing in events like the Le 
Mans 24-hour.

It already has links to KTM through 
Kodewa’s ownership of Kalex, which 
makes chassis for bikes in the Moto2 
world championship class. MCN is not 
entirely sure why the company didn’t 
think to make a big mention of this in 
the initial press release last year as it 
lends an enormous amount of cred-
ibility to the effort. 

Instead, as the news broke the team 
claimed that the C-01 would have 
200bhp, use Formula One technol-
ogy, and be built by car racing team  
Kodewa. The design was penned by 
Daniel Simon – the man who designed 
the Tron Lightcycles in the movie Tron: 
Legacy, and the flying craft used by 
Tom Cruise in the movie Oblivion. 
He has previously worked for Bugatti 
as a designer on the Veyron supercar. 

At the time the firm released  
information about the birth of Lotus 
Motorcycles in July 2013, spokesperson 
Julia Spacek told MCN: “The motorcycle 
design and engineering team is made 
up of around 15 people and will work 
completely separately to the car team. 
We hope to begin track testing within 
a few weeks. 

“The engine we will use is an engine 
that has already been developed by 
another company and this will be a 
completely homologated road bike; not 
just for racing. We are not announcing 
where the engine is from at this stage. 
We do not know total numbers of the 
bikes being produced because we are 
still looking at the numbers of potential 
customers.”

No price has been announced.

WORLD EXCLUSIVE

Lotus 200bhp 
superbike 
revealed

By Andy Downes

THE WEEK

Lotus says there is  

already a version of 

this bike undergoing 

road tests in Germany

Everything you need to know from seven days in biking

2. BRAKES
These are computer-generated 
images and it’s hard to see any clear 
detail of the braking system. We’d 
expect the hardware to be Brembo, 
although the designs hint at non-
radial mounts. 

1. FORK
The fork caps show significantly 
beefy stanchions, shrouded in a 
retro aerodynamic cover. MCN 
would expect the hardware to be 
off-the-shelf, and probably fully-
adjustable Öhlins or WP.

3. STYLING
The Lotus C-01 owes little to 
almost any other bike seen to date 
and exhibits a strong mix of retro, 
and cutting-edge modern, with 
the stitched leather-style seat 
and shrouded fork, offset by the 
carbon-fibre bodywork.

4. TWIN-SHOCKS
Another nod to the past comes in 
the guise of twin-shock absorbers 
at the back of the bike, giving the 
C-01 a strong retro feel. They 
do clearly show adjustment for 
preload and at least one other 
parameter, probably rebound 
damping.

5. FRAME
The C-01’s design conceals the 
main frame architecture, but the 
subframe – which appears to be a 
lightweight trellis – can be clearly 
seen supporting the seat unit. 
It could be steel, but with Lotus 
suggesting high-tech material 
use, it could also be titanium.

7. ENGINE
Sticking out of the right side of 
the bike is what clearly looks 
like the crankcase of a KTM 
RC8R motor, which confirms 
suggestions that it is running 
a tuned 200bhp version of the 
motor, using knowledge acquired 
in the German superbike series.

6. EXHAUST
The rear of the C-01 is extremely 
compact, partly thanks to the 
exhaust gases being routed and 
silenced by a large underbelly 
system which exits on the right 
side of the bike, following identical 
routing to the RC8R.

2

200
bhp – the claimed  power 

from the Lotus-tuned 

KTM RC8R motor

3

Lotus designer creates ‘high-tech monster in a tailored suit’
Lotus says the C-01 hyperbike will 

be built using carbon, titanium and 

aerospace-quality steel, all of which 

are common in Formula 1. Beyond the 

obvious performance requirements, 

the project team has been tasked 

with focusing on safety, ergonomics 

and design to deliver a genuinely 

unique proposition.

Designer Daniel Simon explained: 

“With the Lotus C-01, we have only 

one ambition: to create a unique 

state-of-the-art machine that 

carries its brutal forces with 

elegance and style, a 

high-tech monster 

in a tailored suit. The C-01, with 

all its top-notch components and 

materials, is first and foremost 

emotional, heartbreaking, at times 

playfully retro, and always clearly 

a Lotus. Lotus is a glamorous name 

with a rich history, and the C-01 

celebrates it proudly: the shapes of 

the Lotus 49 were a main inspiration, 

and all colour schemes pay homage 

to iconic Lotus racing liveries, such 

as the dashing black and gold. The 

intersection of past and future never 

fails to fascinate, and so does the 

unique idea of the 

C-01.”

The development, production 

and building of the bike will be 

carried out by Holzer Group, which 

is involved in the German Touring 

Car Championship, German Rally 

Championship, and Formula 1 – along 

with the World Endurance car racing. 

Colin Kolles, boss of Lotus 

Motorcycles, previously told MCN: 

“The look is inspired by the past. The 

air intake is inspired from the Lotus 

T49 racing car. The Lotus motorcycle 

will be unique and will implement 

technical innovation by using 

lightweight materials. 

“By partnering with Daniel Simon, 

who is from our point of view one 

of the most exiting designers, and 

Holzer Group – with their involvement 

in Kalex – we are confident that we 

will deliver a motorcycle which will 

be a major step forward compared to 

anything that is available currently 

on the market. It is a combination 

between performance and style. We 

looked at the ultimate performance 

and driveability and also emphasized 

the styling.”

7

6

1

The Lotus LMP2 World Endurance car is proof of Daniel Simon’s design pedigree

FAST FACT
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The Lotus 
has landed!

L
otus Motorcycles has officially 
revealed images and tech-
nical details of the 200bhp 
V-twin superbike that the 

firm promises will be on sale within 
months, and which is already under-
going road testing in Germany.

MCN exclusively broke the story 
six weeks ago, revealing leaked im-
ages and technical details of the bike 
Lotus is calling the C-01, but this is 
the first time the German-owned 
company behind Lotus Motorcycles 
has confirmed that the bike is real Ð 
and that it will be a limited edition 
run of just 100 bikes, each costing 
around £100,000.

Lotus announced it was moving 
into the world of motorcycles in June 
last year, and promised that a 200bhp 
bike would be on sale in late 2013 or 
early 2014. The firm has now con-
firmed what MCN expected, that the 
bike will house a tuned version of the 
1195cc V-twin found in the KTM RC8R 
superbike.

Although the bike will bear the 
Lotus name, it is being used under 
licence by a German company called 
Kodewa (linked to racing chassis 
manufacturer Kalex), the project is 
not part of the Lotus cars operation 
in the UK.

Lotus Motorcycles has confirmed 
that: “Following two years of careful 

planning and intense development, 
Kodewa is delighted to announce that 
the prototype of the world’s first mo-
torcycle to bear the legendary Lotus 
marque is now road registered and 
ready for action.

“The C-01 motorcycle is not de-
signed, engineered or produced by 
Group Lotus plc but is the result of a 
collaboration between motorsport vet-
erans under the leadership of Kodewa, 
led by Colin Kolles. The development 
on the C-01 was carried out with the 

support of Holzer Group (co-owners of 
Kalex) and design guru Daniel Simon. 
Drawing on their wealth of motorsport 
experience, the team of engineers has 
designed a unique high performance 
superbike.”

The name Daniel Simon might be 
unfamiliar, but you almost certainly 
know some of his previous work. He 
designed the Tron Lightcycle for the 
movie Tron: Legacy, and was respon-
sible for the flying craft used by Tom 
Cruise in the movie Oblivion. Simon 

also worked for Bugatti as a designer 
on the Veyron supercar. 

When MCN revealed the first images 
six weeks ago, our insider close to the 
project confirmed: “There is a road 
registered bike which has already been 
carrying out road testing in Germany 
and the company is still very confident 

it can have the bike ready for sale very 
close to the original time schedule. 

“This bike has plenty of perfor-
mance, but as well as being impres-
sively quick it is also very rideable, 
which was something the company 
was very concerned about rather than 
chasing sportsbike performance.”

OFFICIAL PICTURES

Mallory Park circuit in Leicestershire 
is holding a free motorsport extrava-
ganza open day on March 1 to celebrate 
the official reopening of the historic 
racetrack.

The free event will see a host of stars 
from motorcycle and car racing in at-
tendance, including numerous British 
Superbike teams showing off their bikes 
and team set-ups. 

The event will start at 10.30am on 
Saturday, March 1 and will include a 
chance to fundraise for chosen charity 
353.org.uk, which raises funds to sup-
port our military personnel returning 
from overseas action. 
Q For more details, call the Mallory 
Park team on 01455 842931.

Celebrate the 
reopening of 
Mallory Park

SPECIAL FREE EVENT

The famous Paton name returns 
with a new parallel-twin-powered 
bi ke t h at  w i l l  comp ete  i n  t he 
Lightweight TT in the hands of Olie 
Linsdell – and a road bike will follow 
shortly afterwards.

The Paton S1 Strada was shown for 
the first time last year at the Milan 
motorcycle show and uses the 650cc 
parallel-twin from a Kawasaki ER6 
for both road and race versions. This 
will be the first time Paton has built 
a road bike, having only built racing 
machines historically.

R o b e r t o  P a t t o n i ,  t e c h n i c a l 
d i rector of  Paton com mented: 
“Racing has been Paton’s goal since 
1958 and with modern classes this 
now means making a street legal 
b i k e .  T h i s  c a r r i e s  t h e  a d d e d 
motivation of increasing our small 
f i rm’s tech n ica l  k nowledge by 
having to solve problems it has never 
had to face before.” The bike will be 
on sale later this year, more details 
at www.paton.it

New Paton road 
bike imminent

FIRST ROAD BIKE

Trackday rider 
to sue after fatal 
crash at Oulton

TRACK INCIDENT

A trackday rider is suing Oulton Park 
and trackday organiser No Limits after  
being seriously injured in a multiple-
bike crash that left another rider dead.

Bobby Khan, 42, was one of five 
riders involved in an incident that left 
one 52-year-old dead, and Khan and 
another rider with serious injuries. 
Khan was airlifted to hospital suffer-
ing multiple injuries and spent nearly a 
month in hospital. Khan crashed when 
he came into contact with wreckage 
from a previous incident and claims  
his accident was preventable had the 
marshals reacted faster.

Khan said: “The accident has turned 
everything on its head. Before, I had 
a regular life working every day and 
coming home to my wonderful family.

“However, now I cannot go to work 
due to the physical problems caused 
by the crash which make it difficult 
to even do normal things. The whole 
thing has changed me as a person.”

Crispin Balmer, personal injury 
lawyer with Slater & Gordon said: “As a 
rider he put his trust in the organisers 
and the marshals at the event but now 
feels this trust was misplaced and he 
has been badly let down.”

No Limits trackdays and Motorsport 
Vision declined to comment.

Google tour of 
Ducati Museum

VIRTUAL VISIT

The Ducati Museum at the factory in 
Bologna is now available for virtual 
tours after Google scanned the inside 
of the building for Google Maps.

The virtual tour has been made using 
the same technology as that used to 
scan the roads of the UK and around the 
world, but on a smaller rig than those 
mounted on the roof of the Google cars 
scanning our highways.

The virtual tour even enables users 
to go on a tour of the Ducati Museum 
shop, providing a realistic visit experi-
ence from anywhere in the world and 
at any time of the day. 

Ducati says: ÒThe Ducati Museum, 
which covers an area of 850 square 
metres, offers an impressive way to 
discover the origins of the company as 
well as admire the magnificent display 
of over 40 motorcycles that have been 
fundamentally important to the racing 
heritage of Ducati, as well as writing 
the history books of motorcycling.Ó

To make a virtual tour, simply search 
on Google Maps or enter directly at 
Goo.gl/maps/jAHeL.

Lotus officially confirms new superbike amid 
reports of 200bhp beast being tested on roads

By Andy Downes

Lotus Motorcycles is promising 

customers of the 100 bikes that 

the final finishes of their bike can 

be tailored to their own personal 

design and specification.

“The C-01 will be available in a 

range of liveries, some of which 

pay homage to Lotus’ sporting 

pedigree. A customisation 

service is also available, limited 

only by the imagination of the 

client,” according to bosses. 

The original idea to create 

the C-01 came from Kodewa’s 

Colin Kolles. Speaking about the 

project he said: “We set out to 

create a bike that isn’t just great 

to ride but also represents a 

piece of art in motion. Over the 

years I have seen my fair share 

of style over substance, what 

this bike brings to the market is a 

unique combination of both: state 

of the art technology with a truly 

jaw-dropping aesthetic.”

Güther Holzer, CEO of Holzer 

Group added: “I was one of the 

first people to ride it and I have 

to say I was very impressed. 

Together we have found that 

delicate balance between raw, 

aggressive power and breath-

taking handling. 

“The team has created 

something very special, it looks 

incredible, it sounds fantastic but 

above all, the ride is sensational. 

I’m very happy.”

A truly unique bike

These are the first 

official pictures 

from Kodewa con-

firming the Lotus-

branded KTM-pow-

ered superbike

The 100 lucky owners will be 

able to specify precisely how 

they want their own C-01 to look. 

Imagination is the only limit

Engine  1195cc, 2-cylinder, 4-stroke 

75¡ V-twin, liquid-cooled

Bore x Stroke 105 x 69mm

Claimed Power 200bhp

Frame Steel, titanium, carbon fibre

Front brakes Twin brake disc, 320mm, 

four-piston calipers

Rear brakes Single 220mm disc, two-

piston calipers

Front wheel 120/70 R19

Rear wheel 190/55 R17

Seat Height 710mm

Fuel Capacity 10.5 litres

Dry weight 181kg

Available  August 2014

Contact www.lotus-motorcycles.com

THE FACTS

LOTUS C-01                £100,000 (EST)

Kodewa promises the Lotus C-01 

isn’t just style over substance. 

Those who’ve ridden it say it’s 

a mix of aggressive power and 

breathtaking handling

The Strada will debut at this year’s TT

‘The prototype of the 

world’s first motorcycle to 

bear the legendary Lotus 

marque is now road 

registered and ready  

for action’

www.motorcyclenews.com www.motorcyclenews.com/digital
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This is the world’s first glimpse of a 
working version of the all-new 200bhp 
Lotus C-01 superbike, spied testing on 
the roads near the German headquar-
ters of the firm behind the bike.

The image is the first ‘in-the-metal’ 
confirmation the ambitious plan to 
build a Lotus motorcycle is now near-
ing reality, lending weight to the firm’s 
intention to get the first bikes to owners 
within a matter of months.

The image was captured by an MCN 
reader based in Germany, who acciden-
tally scooped the Lotus test mule with 
his on-board video camera. 

There is no official comment from 
Kodewa, the company behind the 
project, but this single low-resolution 
image clearly shows a Lotus C-01 in 
unfaired prototype form as it undergoes 
testing on the road. While obviously 
a rough test bike, and despite the lack 
of fairing, the form is immediately 
recognisable as the bike revealed in 
official computer-generated images 
first seen in early 2014. 

A Lotus insider told MCN: “There 
are now a couple of bikes out testing 
on the road as we want to make sure 
they work properly. We are making 
sure they are good road bikes.”

The long, low look of the bike with 
a single round front light, stretched-
out fuel tank, V-twin engine, twin 
shocks, carbon wheels and tiny rear 
seat unit have all been carried through 
to this test prototype. If they can carry 
off the original bold design of the all-
encompassing fairing panels then the 
futuristic look of the bike will be es-
sentially unchanged from the original 
vision for the C-01.

Lotus announced it was moving into 
the world of motorcycles in June 2013, 
and at the time it promised a 200bhp 
bike would be on sale in late 2013 or 
early 2014.

MCN managed to source two images 
from a source close to the project back 

Test bike spotted on the road confirms Lotus C-01 

isn’t just a concept – finished bikes expected soon

in January 2014, six weeks before the 
bike was officially unveiled, but this is 
the first time a real bike has been seen 
out on the roads. 

Lotus is using a tuned KTM RC8R  
V-twin, which has 1148cc and 173bhp 
in standard form, at the heart of the 
C-01, so the claims of 200bhp appear 
genuine. Boosting the engine power 
up to around 200bhp shouldn’t be too 
much of a stretch as there is experience 
available from the German superbike 
series of tuning them and still main-
taining reliability. Nonetheless, a figure 
of around 175bhp at the back wheel 
seems more likely.

The outfit behind the Lotus bike 
– which bought a licence to use the 
Lotus name from the British sportscar 
company – is German firm Kodewa. It 
races under the Lotus name in the FIA 
World Endurance car championship, 
and competes in races such as the Le 
Mans 24-hour. 

The firm already has links to KTM 
through Kodewa’s ownership of Kalex, 
which makes chassis for bikes in the 
Moto2 world championship class. 

The design of the bike is the work of 

By Andy Downes

SENIOR  REPORTER

IT LIVES  LOTUS       SUPERBIKE SPIED
WORLD

EXCLUSIVE
Spy shot caught by MCN 

reader with his onboard 

video camera

Bugatti Veyron designer Daniel Simon; 
who also designed the Tron Lightcycles 
for the movie Tron: Legacy. He was also 
the designer responsible for the design 
of the flying craft used by Tom Cruise 
in the movie Oblivion. 

The motorcycle design and engineer-
ing team is made up of around 15 people, 
working completely separately from 
the car team, and Colin Kolles – boss 
of Lotus Motorcycles – is very clear 
about what the C-01 should deliver: 
“The look is inspired by motorcycles of 
the past while the air intake is inspired 
by the Lotus T49 racing car. The Lotus 
motorcycle will be unique in its look 
and will implement technical innova-
tion by using lightweight materials like 
carbon, titanium and aerospace steel. 

“It is a combination between per-
formance and style. We looked at the 
ultimate performance and driveability 
and also emphasised the styling. We 
have a strong link with Kalex, and we 
employed engineers from BMW mo-
torcycles working together with the 
other designers and engineers. This 
makes us confident that we will have 
a high-end product.”

No Honda CB300F for the UK
MCN revealed Honda was working 
on a new CB300F months ago, and 
last week saw confirmation that it 
would soon be available in America, 
at a cost of £2300 – but Honda UK 
has this week confirmed that there 
are no plans to bring the unfaired 
bike to the UK. Honda’s spokesman 
said: “We have had no notification 
that the CB300F is coming to the UK 
market at this stage.”

The good news is that Honda has 
finally confirmed availability of the 

faired 286cc single-cylinder four-
stroke CBR300R, which has been 
conspicuously shy of appearing 
since being unveiled at the Milan 
motorcycle show in November last 
year. It will be available to order 
from dealers from August 4.  There is 
no of f icia l  rea son f rom Hond a 
regarding the decision to not bring 
in the naked CB300F to the UK or 
why the CBR300R has been delayed 
but there are rumours Honda has 
been working on quality issues.

It took Ducati 20 years between 

opening as radio manufacturer 

Società Radio Brevetti Ducati and 

building of 

the firm’s first 

motorcycle; the 

Cucciolo in 1946.

PUB AMMO 
DUCATI STARTED OUT IN 

TUNING (RADIOS, THAT IS)

Harley recall after brake scare  
A US recall of more than 66,000 ABS-
equipped Harley-Davidson Touring 
models will now include UK models, 
and owners will be contacted immi-
nently by their dealer to arrange for the 
three  hours of work to be scheduled.

The recall follows concerns that 
ABS-equipped bikes built between 
July 1, 2013 and May 7, 2014 may suffer 
a front wheel lock-up during riding as 
there is a chance of the front brake line 
being squashed between the fuel tank 
and the frame. If the brake line does 

become pinched it can cause the front 
brake fluid pressure to rise and then 
the front wheel to lock.

It’s understood five accidents have 
been reported so far; none with seri-
ous injuries.

Harley-Davidson UK told MCN: 
“Some UK bikes may be affected by the 
voluntary recall notice, and customers 
will be notified by post in due course. 
If any customers are unsure if their 
motorcycle requires a recall, we are 
advising them to contact their dealers.”

The recall includes 

the StreetGlide and 

Road King Classic

The ElectraGlide Ultra could suffer from pinched brake linesNo CB300F but the CBR300R (above) will be in British dealers soon

Under the gorgeous Lotus bodywork lies a tuned KTM RC8R V-twin

Official images of how the bike will look. It’s expected to cost a hefty £100,000

‘The Lotus 
motorcycle will be 

unique in its look and 
will incorporate 

technical innovation’
COLIN COLLES
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JANUARY 2014:

MCN breaks the world exclusive 

news that Lotus plans to make 

a motorcycle, and shows two 

leaked images of the new C-01 

FEBRUARY 2014:

Lotus comes clean, and releases 

official images of the C-01 design, 

plus technical details of £100,000 

KTM RC8R-powered limited edition

JULY 2014: 

Another MCN world exclusive; a 

snatched image of a naked C-01 

test mule being put though its 

paces on the road in Germany

While MCN was at the factory a 
customer who will be taking delivery of 
one of the first bikes was paying a visit 
from America. 

Daniel Ikajevs, 33, lives in Florida, 
USA and was one of the first to put his 
£70,000 where his mouth is and buy a 
Lotus C-01. 

He was finalising some specification 
details and making sure his 6ft 7in 
frame fitted on the low C-01. With some 
adjustments to the footrests on the test 

mule, he was able to get comfortable.
He told MCN: “I saw the bike online 

and started doing a little bit of research 
and then placed my order as soon as I 
could. I consider the bike a piece of art 
but I will also be riding it as much as 
possible. We have a lot of events where 
motorcycles and cars get together in 
Florida and I will enjoy riding to these. 

“I wanted to meet the team behind 
the bike and see where mine will be 
built. I am really happy now.”

Daniel Ikajevs is expecting delivery 
of his Lotus C-01 later this year

THE STORY SO FAR 
- MCN’S LOTUS 

EXCLUSIVES
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